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ñThereôs nothing so 

stable as change.ò 

- Bob Dylan 

Privatization 

and Expanding 

Choices for  

Parents 

View your president 

Heidiôs most recent 

Blog at: http://

www.pearsonteachers

union.com/blog.asp?

b=3&p=81 

www.pearsonteachersunion.com      /      514-426-4949   /        info@pearsonteachersunion.com 

School Visits 
These last few weeks have been very busy. I visited LaSalle Elementary Senior, 

Pierre Elliott Trudeau Elementary, Sherbrooke Academy Junior, St-Anthony Elemen-

tary, Beurling Academy, John Rennie and WICC. Special thanks goes out to Jeff 

Haynes, Sarah Stets, Lauraine Cormier, Dawn Campbell, Samar Abboud, Gary Elson 

and Kathleen Gardner. It is always great to meet teachers and discuss the issues.  

ñStarling Mindsò: A Wellness Initiative 
Starling is an online preventative mental health program which is now available to all 

members. Use your Industrial Alliance certificate number to sign up today:   https://

www.starlingminds.com/ 

Delegatesô Weekend  
The Delegatesô Weekend took place in the spectacular setting of Sainte-Adele. We 

heard from Jean-Noel Grenier, keynote speaker from lôUniversit® de Laval, and dis-

cussed union renewal and local negotiations.   QPAT professional staff gave three 

workshops: Social Media, Group Insurance and RREGOP. Overall, it was a remarka-

bly productive and enjoyable weekend. Check out some of the pictures at: http://

www.pearsonteachersunion.com/blog.asp?b=1&p=80 
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Barry 
Schwartz 

Barry Schwartz, an 
American psycholo-

gist, wrote a book en-
titled The Paradox of 
Choice in 2004. In the 
following Ted Talk, he 

questions westernôs 
societyôs obsession 
with having a pletho-
ra of choice from sal-

ad dressings to 
jeans.  

Schwartz believes 

that choice has      
removed our freedom 
and has made us not 
happier but more   

dissatisfied. Is that 
what we are doing by 
providing more 
choices for parents 

when choosing 
schools for their chil-
dren?  

TED TALK : Barry 
Schwartz : The Paradox 

of Choice  

https://www.ted.com/talks/

bar-

ry_schwartz_on_the_para

dox_of_choice  

Delegatesô Weekend 2016 / Discussing Union Renewal 

Union Renewal 
The delegate weekend, which was held this year at Hotel Mont-

Gabriel, became a space for collaboration, discussion and brain-

storming around ideas of union renewal. 

Jean-Nºel Genier, a professor from University Lavalôs department 

of Industrial Relations specializing in public and para-public sec-

tors, was the keynote speaker. His presentation, entitled ñWhere do 

we go from here? The Aftermath of Mobilization and Province Wide 

Collective Bargainingò, demonstrated that our recent negotiations 

have opened an opportunity for further member engagement and 

more importantly, union renewal. Jean-Nºel argues that the previ-

ous mobilization by teachers was a success and that austerity 

worked in our favour. In the end, the government backed down and 

withdrew most of their demands. Jean-Nºel was impressed that 

parents and community members sided with educators and joined 

in the campaign against harsh government cutbacks. Today, the 

government is on the defensive and is talking about education 

through consultations province-wide. We need to ride this wave 

and continue our fight for quality public education. 

In an article entitled ñWhat Teachers Want from their Unions: What 

we know from Researchò, Nina Bascia found that teachers expect 

occupational advocacy, more involvement in policy, quality profes-

sional development and better public relations from their unions. 

Hereôs what the teachers who attended the delegate weekend had 

to say about the future and union renewal http://

www.pearsonteachersunion.com/blog.asp?b=3&p=82 
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