
COMMUNICATIONS 

“It is the supreme art 

of the teacher to 

awaken joy in crea-

tive expression and 

knowledge.” 

- Albert Einstein 

Welcome Pasquale! 
We would like to welcome 

Pasquale Machado, our 

new professional staff 

member joining the PTU 

team. Pasquale is a re-

source elementary teach-

er from Sir Wilfrid Laurier 

School Board who has 

been working for the Lau-

rier Teachersô Union 

(LTU) for the past three 

and a half years. We are 

really excited to have her 

expertise and positive 

energy added to the fold. 

From left to right: Pasquale Machado, Heidi Yetman, Ann Granger 

Happy New Year! 

Financial Course 
The new Financial Course is being pushed into our grade 11 curriculum without consulta-
tion and the questionable promise of training and course material. PTU will be joining the 
other English unions in communicating through our School Councils and Governing Boards 
our displeasure with the Minister of Education; once again teachers are not heard and are 
not part of the decision to change curriculum.  

QPAT president, Sebastien Joly, wrote to the Minister of Education denouncing his hasty 
decision to implement a Financial Course in Secondary 5. Read the letter here http://
www.pearsonteachersunion.com/teacherscorner.asp?ID=177 

You can access at the following link a petition to save the Contemporary World course: 
https://www.petitions24.net/sauvons_le_cours_monde_contemporain 

Policy on Safe and Caring Schools 
There has been an amendment in the Policy on Safe and Caring Schools that was passed 
by the Commissioners in December. The policy refers to bullying, harassment and violent 
behavior in our schools and centres. It now includes a Code of Conduct for Parents, Guard-
ians and Visitors. You can view the policy on the Lester B. Pearson School Board website, 
under the Policies & By-Laws Section. 

Starling is here for youðand your family too 
Along with the team at Starling, we’re happy to announce that the Starling Program is now 
available to QPAT members and their immediate family. The Starling program is also avail-
able to hourly paid teachers and teachers who are insured under their spouses’ plan. Con-
tact Niina Niemi at members@starlingminds.com to obtain your access code. Click the 
following link to read the story of Niina and her daughter https://www.starlingminds.com/
blog/family 

Pearson Teachers Union—Communications no. 4  February 2017 

http://www.pearsonteachersunion.com/teacherscorner.asp?ID=177
http://www.pearsonteachersunion.com/teacherscorner.asp?ID=177
https://www.petitions24.net/sauvons_le_cours_monde_contemporain


Interesting 
links to 
share 
Kent Nagano brings 
free music lessons to 
Montreal North pre-
school http://
www.cbc.ca/news/
canada/montreal/kent-
nagano-montreal-north-
preschool-classical-
music-1.3875428  

L'impact de la musique 
chez l'enfant 
http://www.lapresse.ca/
arts/
musique/201612/01/01-
5046882-limpact-de-la-
musique-chez-
lenfant.php 
 
De la musique 
classique à la mater-
nelle 
Kent Nagano lance un 
programme dôinitiation 
¨ la musique classique 
en milieu d®favoris® 
http://
www.ledevoir.com/
societe/
education/485965/la-
maternelle-en-musique 
 

Encore la musique... 
http://www.lapresse.ca/
debats/votre-
opinion/201601/19/01-
4941478-encore-la-
musique.php 

Students in Grade 11 create posters using silk-screening to protest. At the rate that we are 
going it will take 185 years for women to make the same wage as men worldwide.  

The Power of the Arts in the 
School 
On Saturday, January 21st, the day after the inaugura-

tion, I attended the women’s rally at Place des Arts in 

solidarity with the Women’s March in Washington, D.C. 

One of the many speakers who spoke at the rally called 

on all artists: visual artists, musicians, filmmakers, ac-

tors, choreographers, writers, etc., to do what they do 

best; to express through art how important democracy 

and equality is at this moment in history. She under-

stands that art is a great communicator. 

Recently, I have been reading about the influences of 

music on the development of the child. There have been studies that have shown that 

music has a significant impact; music allows for fine motor and psychomotor develop-

ment, increases organizational abilities, develops memory and improves cognitive 

flexibility. These studies have also shown that these skills can lead to a better under-

standing of math and languages. The Montreal Symphony Orchestra music director, 

Kent Nagano, has brought a two-year intensive classical music program to pre-

kindergarten and kindergarten students in a Montreal-North school. In collaboration 

with researchers from the Université de Montréal, Nagano hopes to show that learn-

ing music can help children develop their full potential.  

Of course, my experience is in the art room. The art room is an exclusive space; it 

allows students to push their boundaries and to learn through investigation and prob-

lem solving. Through imagination and creativity, students learn about the world 

around them. Students can look beyond test scores and evaluations and really gain a 

strong social based knowledge. I’ve always allowed my students to explore their own 

narrations and concerns and learn how they fit into today’s society.  

CONTINUE READING on Heidi’s blog at: http://www.pearsonteachersunion.com/

blog.asp?b=3&p=91 
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