
COMMUNICATIONS 

“Belonging to a 

union helps 

working people 

gain the free-

dom to prosper” 

- Randi Weingarten 

(AFT) 

Delegates 

Weekend 2017 

Our Delegates were 

invited to participate 

in a team building   

activity entitled “Task 

Event”. A great way to 

start the weekend off. 

We wish to thank all 

the delegates who par-

ticipated.  
Winning team “Awesome Miss Universe” taking a selfie with the PTU President 

QPAT Convention 
The QPAT Convention is fast approaching and will be held at a new location this year: 

The Hyatt Regency Hotel in the heart of the Arts District, Place des Arts. Naomi Klein is 

one of the keynote speakers and with her new book “No is Not Enough”, she has creat-

ed a sort of handbook on how to resist political unrest and shock under Trump. Follow 

these links to access the Convention Workshops Schedule: Convention Workshops and 

Naomi Klein’s “No is Not Enough”: No is Not Enough 

Wellness and Workplace Survey 
PTU would like to thank all those who participated in the Workplace Survey. We had 

over 1200 participants, over 800 of whom were teachers. PTU will share the findings 

after analyzing the data. More to come. 

PTU would like to remind teachers that QPAT’s wellness program Starling Minds is con-

tinuing this year. For those who have not signed up, it’s never too late to try it out. You 

can follow this link to their website: Starling 

 

School and Centre Visits 
PTU President Heidi Yetman has started her school visits. She has visited Lasalle Jun-

ior, Christmas Park, Kingsdale, Forest Hill Junior, St. John Fisher Junior, Sunshine 

Academy, Riverview and Verdun Adult and Career Centre. If you would like her to visit 

your school or centre, please contact PTU. 
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http://qpat-apeq.qc.ca/convention/
https://www.noisnotenough.org/
https://www.starlingminds.com/


DELEGATES’ 

WEEKEND 2017 

HERE BELOW ARE 

MOST OF THE WORK-

SHOPS WHICH WERE 

PRESENTED DURING 

THE 2017 DELEGATES 

WEEKEND 

Workshop: “Re-visioning 

Sex and Gender”  

Speaker: Eileen Kerwin-

Jones  

Workshop: “Reporting 

Accidents and Incidents: 

It’s Important!” 

Speaker: Nancy Cham-

pagne 

Workshop: “Special 

Needs”  

Speakers: Pasquale Ma-

chado & Allison Provost 

Workshop: “The Making 

of an Activist” 

Speakers: Julie Montpetit 

& Gail Klinck 

Workshop:  “VAR” 

Speakers: Heidi Yetman, 

Marie-Pier Michaud and 

Layla Barroca 

Workshop: “We Sur-

vived...You Must Thrive - 

My Life as a Muslim 

Woman” 

Speaker: Nadia Naqvi 

Link to copies of work-

shops: http://

www.pearsonteachersuni

on.com/downloads.asp?

c=44  

You can also find these 

documents under the 

“Downloads” section of 

our website under the 

“2017 Delegates’ Week-

end presentations” tab. 

Delegates’ Weekend 2017 at Hôtel Mont-Gabriel in Sainte-Adèle 

Delegates Weekend: a gathering 
of teachers 
As a delegate for many years, I always looked forward to the Dele-

gates weekend. It was nice to get away and immerse myself in valua-

ble information and talk to colleagues from other schools and centres. 

We all live similar experiences as teachers and it was always nice to 

know that I was not alone. I made some great friends and associa-

tions through this event. 

It was during a delegates weekend that I had the chance to meet the 

then president of the Canadian Teachers Federation (CTF), Diane 

Woloschuck, who influenced my decision to run as president. I met 

her again several years later in Winnipeg in 2015 at the CTF Wom-

en’s forum. When I told her that I was thinking of running for my local 

union as president, she said, “Don’t think about it, do it!” She ex-

plained to me, that studies have shown that women tend to think that 

if they are not 100% qualified for a job that they won’t apply. Men on 

the other hand don’t question their qualifications. She made me real-

ize that I had to step forward and become a role model for other 

women in the field. This is why the gathering of teachers/women can 

be an amazing experience. 

PTU just recently hosted its 2017 Delegates Weekend. From a presi-

dent’s perspective, the weekend is very different. I get to become the 

hostess to an amazing event, which could potentially influence some-

one else. Undeniably, this weekend is in place to provide professional 

development for our union delegates so that they can be informed on 

various union matters and more.  

CONTINUE READING on Heidi’s Blog at : A Gathering of Teachers 

http://www.pearsonteachersunion.com/downloads.asp?c=44
http://www.pearsonteachersunion.com/downloads.asp?c=44
http://www.pearsonteachersunion.com/downloads.asp?c=44
http://www.pearsonteachersunion.com/downloads.asp?c=44
http://www.pearsonteachersunion.com/blog.asp?b=3&p=101

